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The Confucian Consciousness of Charity and
the Modern Concept of Charity
Li Peng
( School of Marxism Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610065)
Abstract: In Confucian classics there are ideas of “benevolence’  “good government’”  “humanism”

and “comeuppance” and there are discussions or at least mentions of “disaster’  “poverty” and “fortune”
but these ideas are very different from the modern concept of charity. This paper sets out to clarify the difference
between several pairs of concepts such as universal love & discriminate love the rulers mercy vs. the citizen’
s right government’s privilege vs. citizen’s obligation and self-protection vs. charity out of love. Based upon
the analysis this paper argues that the family-oriented Confucian idea of love rooted in nepotistic and feudal
tradition is inconsistent with the modern concept of charity out of a divine tradition. Thus the paper points out
that we need to construct a charity culture featuring fair and just philanthropic spirit.
Key words: Confucianism modern concept of charity Confucian ideas of charity
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