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On the Two Historical Traditions of Public
Welfare Ethical Thought in Western Countries

QI Xiao—cu

n

(School of Public Management, Hunan Normal Univesity, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Social public welfare is a common social cause needing moral support. Every pursuit of ethical value or

social morality determines the various value orientations of social public welfare, the nature of social public system and

its realization ways. The Western culture is composed of two historical traditions, i.e. the integration of ancient Ro-

man tradition with the Christianity tradition. By examining the main spirit embodied in the Western public welfare ethi-

cal thought, we can find the traditional origins of the two public welfare ethics, the so— called “ ancient Roman tradi-

tion” and “Christianity tradition”, which have come of themselves.
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