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Gender, Family and Nationality:
The Research on Chinese Women’s Christian Temperance Union
Ma Yanyan & Hu Weiqing
Abstract: Chinese Women’s Christian Temperance Union was established in Shanghai in 1920 and it
was a branch of the World Women’s Christian Temperance Union. What the union had upheld is the
Christian doctrine of the “temperance” philosophy. The union use “temperance” and true motherhood to
direct its works, like the abstinence of alcohol and tobacco, charity works and motherhood propagation.
The nationalism had an important impact on the works. From the philosophy and the works of the
union, we can find out what the Christian women really pursue. Meantime, it reflects the embarrassing

social status of the women in modern China.

Key word: Chinese Women’s Christian Temperance Union, motherhood, charity works, nationalism
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