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A Probe into Zhang Jian's Charitable Thoughts

ZHAO Youmel

(School of Humanities and Arts, Hebei University, Baoding 071002, China)

Abstract: At the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century, Zhang Jian put forward the
comparatively systematic charitable thoughts. He advocated that in time range, it should be lasting;
in space coverage, it should be spreading; in implementing approach, it should be successive. His
charitable thoughts ideally merged ideas from Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism linking up the
charitable thoughts at all times and in all lands. Being representative in the transitional period at the
end of Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China, Zhang Jian's Charitable thoughts are
still significant to the modern charitable cause.
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